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• Online bibliographies
with research
components:

• AustLit
• NWBIB
• Orlando
• NEWW (Women

Writers VRE)
 

Research based on bibliographical
records
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Towards literary ”Big
Data”
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• Big and dirty or small and clean?
• Better data à à better answers
• Bigger data à à bigger problems
• Working with data collected as a reference resource, not

research material
• Goal: forging a database ready to answer unpredicted

questions
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• Annotated bibliography of Polish literature (since 1954)
• Register of all articles, notes and other materials

concerning literary life
• Bibliographical records concerning Polish Literature:

• Authors
• Works
• Reviews
• Articles
• Contests and awards
• TV, radio, theatre and cinema adaptations
• Events
• Exhibitions
• Semantic annotations (e.g. ’literary theory’; ’exile

literature’; ’psychology’; ’education’; ’censorship’)

Polish Literary
Bibliography (PBL)
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PBL_lab
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• Project:
• Polish Literary Bibliography as a research tool on

contemporary Polish culture
• 3-year project funded by the National Programme for

the Development of Humanities (2015-2018)
• ICT partner: PSNC (Poznań Supercomputing and

Networking Center)
• Goals:

• Creating a database of ~4 million bibliographical records on
Polish literature (1939-2004)

• Integration of heterogenous datasets
• Integration with Linked Open Data Cloud
• Data mining and visualisation tools for modeling processes

of literary life
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How to get there?

• Choosing the right data standard
• Remediating the input tool (and habits)
• Converting the existing online database
• Retrodigitising printed volumes
• Integration with other bibliographies

Open Data CItation Workshop, Prague 24.10.2016
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BIB-DEDICATED ONTOLOGIES
• Not well equipped to handle

theatre, cinematographic,
radio and television instances
of literary works (except
FRBRoo)

• Too complex to handle by
metadata producers
(including FRBRoo)

• Validity still TBC by
community of practice

 

Choosing the data
standard

Schema.org INSTEAD of bib-dedicated ontologies
and data models (FRBR, RDA, BIBFRAME)
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Schema.org: standard vocabulary
for various encodings
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Schema.org: bibliographical
extension
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Data conversion
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Documentation of mapping to
schema.org
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Data conversion
challenges
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• Work/Expression/Manifestation
• Selective application to reference commentary (reviews,

polemics etc.)
• Not used to reference translations: the problem of translations

from secondary source
• Contributor roles

• 86 different roles generated through autopsy
• Overlaps with the note field
• List simplified and flexible: general/obligatory and

specific/voluntary
• Linking the data with the LOD cloud

• places
• people
• subjects
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Remediating the tool
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Remediating the tool
(annotations)
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Retrodigitisation
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• 1939-1945 (3 vols., 1250 pages)
• 1944-88 (51 vols., 37 661 pages)
• 1976-1989 - samizdat (1 vol., text

file)
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Retrodigitisation
challenges
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• Technology
• Parsing
• Lemmatization

• Tracing methodological
inconsistencies

• Time factor
• Subject-classification (new

approaches to literary
studies, e.g. gender studies)

• new forms of literary life, e.g.
online literary life

• changing political geography:
Yugoslavia and Soviet Union
no longer there
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Research challenges: 
local specificity
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• Data-collection methodology
• Selection of writers
• Unrecorded debuts
• Data censorship

• Geography
• Changing borders
• Literature in Exile
• Polish literature = in Poland or in Polish?
• Literary transfers

• Shape of literary life
• Official vs. Underground publishing
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PBL_lab VRE
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Conscious research based on
bibliographical data
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In order to come up with right research
questions (and answers)…
 
…be sure to know how your data were
selected, collected, censored,
abridged, standardised, annotated,
digitised, corrected and linked together
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