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Big Data, data as scholarly output 

•  Big data across disciplines
•  New data sharing requirements
•  Materials considered as scholarly outputs



The decentralisation of scholarly 
infrastructure 

•  World wide web!
•  e-print movement and the institutional 

repository effort of the early 2000’s 
•  E.g. ArXiv.org
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Care of data through manual processing

(Plan%n,	forthcoming)	



Figshare: Automatic data provision

•  No processing, self-deposit
•  Centrality of the API
– To connect web-based actors with the scholarly 

world
– To connect with institutions and publishers





Bridging the discourses of web 
development and science

For us the Shangri-La is a world where a group of researchers 
generate new information based on new hypotheses, make it 
available on Figshare and then others pull together the 
combined world's knowledge to look for new patterns and 
discoveries that the original authors had not thought to look 
for. These data scientists will need tools, which we have already 
made available on our open API. I'd love to see more of these 
tools helping more people make more discoveries, more often 
– Mark Hahnel, 2014



Consequences on scholarship

•  Infrastructures:
– Manual processing for specific type of data, but what 

about big heterogeneous data?
– Path dependence and reverse salient (Hughes 

1983)
•  Platforms:
– No means to guarantee figshare will remain open
– Splintering infratructures (Graham, Marvin, 2001)
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